
 

 

 
 

 Mar-Apr 2012 Newsletter  
 

 

 

Kia ora, 

 

Hope you are all keeping well and that this newsletter finds you well. 

 

Apologies for the lateness of the newsletter but I hope it was worth the wait! 

 

I hope you all had a fantastic St Patrick’s day and for those of you that made it to the 

clubrooms, thank you very much for making the effort and I hope you enjoyed the 

music and entertainment on offer. 

 

Congratulations to Jim Bowler and Vinny Grealish for taking out the St Patrick’s Day 

golf prizes as well. A big thank you as usual to Bernie Breslin for organising another 

record breaking event. Anyone that would like to help Bernie out next year would be 

really appreciated. 

 

There is lots happening in the Wellington region over the next few months with 

Riverdance on their final world tour, the Irish Rugby Team out this way for 3 tests and 

of course the annual Rose of Tralee finals in Wellington.  

 

As its April again, I’d like to remind all our members that your membership fees 

are due again by the 1
st
 April. For new members who joined in the last couple of 

months, your first membership is also due at this date. 
 

I have attached membership renewal forms as well as committee nomination forms for 

the AGM which will be held in June, we’ll confirm a date in the near future, we’re 

looking for new committee members this year so please let us know if you’d like to be 

part it all for 2012-13. 

 

I hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter and any feedback is more than welcome. 

 

Rgds 

David Rynne 

Secretary 

 
Reminders: 

Subscriptions are now due – please use the forms at the back of the 

newsletter to submit. 
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Check out www.celticdivastour.com for all the details. 

http://www.celticdivastour.com/
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David O’Doherty Is Looking Up 

 

Wellington, 1 May 2012 – 5 May 2012 

 
What a rubbish year. Seriously. The recession, and the earthquakes, 

revolutions crushed by tyrants and David has been punched in the face 

twice by strangers on the street for no reason. Plus he had a mouse in his 

house. And then recently the screen on his phone smashed and now they 

want €100 to fix it. It's enough to bring a lesser person down. It's enough 

to bring David down. But he has managed to write some jokes about it. 

David has spent the year touring and writing and doing bits for British and 

US television. In November his latest book, 100 Facts About Sharks, co-

written with Claudia O'Doherty and Mike Ahern was published worldwide. In 

November he recorded his latest CD 'We Are Not The Champions' in Dublin. 

In February he became the first Irish comedian to record his own Comedy 

Central TV Special in America. 

David O'Doherty presents an hour of talking, songs and a movie proposal 

for New Zealand. He is terribly excited to be coming back. 

"A triumph" - The Montreal Gazette 

As part of the NZ International Comedy Festival 2012. 

Bookings: 04 801 6946, www.downstage.co.nz 

 
Ticket Information: 
 

Adults: $35.00 Conc.: $30.00 Group 6+: $30.00 

 

 
Tickets:  

Cherie 04 5667-323 tickets@roseoftralee.org.nz- orders and payment to be received by 20/5/12
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Prep: 25 mins | Cook: 10 mins 

1. In a pot, cover potatoes with water and bring to a boil over high heat. Simmer on 

medium-high heat until the centre of the potatoes are tender when checked with a fork, 

about 20 minutes. Turn off heat. Drain, return potatoes to pot and allow to completely dry 

out over remaining heat. Mash until smooth. 

 

2. Place warm mashed potato in medium bowl. Stir in flour, salt and melted butter. Mix 

lightly until dough forms. 

 

3. On a well-floured surface, knead the dough lightly. The dough will be sticky. Use a 

floured rolling pin to flatten into a 9 inch circle about 1/4 inch thick. 

 

4. Cut into quarters using a floured knife. 

 

5. Sprinkle a little flour into the base of a dry frying pan and cook the farls for 3 minutes 

on each side or until evenly browned. Season with a little salt and serve straight away. 

 

  

Irish potato bread  

 

 

  

Ingredients 

 

Serves: 4 
 
4 medium potatoes, peeled 

and halved 
 
1 pinch salt 

 
30g plain flour, plus extra for 
dusting 

1 tablespoon melted butter 
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Hi everyone, 

 

It’s the end of another Season at Wellington - Hutt Valley GAA and what a 

season it’s been. We had a record number of teams and players and the game is 

going from strength.  

We’re back in action in October this year so stay tuned for news of more on field 

news. 

 

Off the pitch it’s been equally as entertaining; we held our first ever Rose of 

Tralee heat with 5 fantastic contestants and a huge crowd taking part. In a 

fantastic night at D4, Jess Segal took out the crown and will represent the GAA at 

the Nationals in May, we wish her the very best of luck. 

 

 
The Welly GAA Rose Contestants: Cat Hoey, Jess Segal, Dee Finn, 

Alana Gerring & Catriona Young 

 
Wellington GAA Rose of 

Tralee 2012 – Jess Segal 

  

 

Davey Rynne 

Vice President – Wellington GAA 

 

Check out the latest fixtures and results at www.wellingtongaa.com 

Wellington Gaelic Football & Hurling Association 

http://www.wellingtongaa.com/
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What is the Entertainment™ Book? 

The Entertainment™ Book is a local restaurant and activity guide 

providing hundreds of 25% to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers from the finest 

restaurants, cafés, attractions, theatres and accommodation. 

Virtually all of the offers in the Entertainment™ Book are restriction-free 

and can be used whenever you like. 

The businesses do not pay to be included; they are selected based on 

awards, reviews and personal recommendations. 

 

Selling for only $60, the Books are filled with even more exciting offers than 

ever before, worth over $15,000. You can start using your Entertainment™ Book 

straight away, and it's valid until June 2012! 

 

Best of all, your purchase will support community fund-raising. 

Entertainment™ Books are only available through groups who sell them as a 

fund-raiser, such as community organisations, schools, charities, and corporate 

groups. 

Contact Wellington GAA (david.rynne@hotmail.com or 021-02784187) to obtain 

your copy of this years’ book.  

You can also order online at 

http://www.wellingtongaa.com/entertainment-books-2012.html 

 

mailto:david.rynne@hotmail.com
http://www.wellingtongaa.com/entertainment-books-2012.html
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Tyrone Representatives: Barry McCartan,  

Cara Horisk, Pauric Grimes & Helen McKenna 

 
Flat out!: Eoin Farrell, Davey Rynne & Joe Winkels 

lining up the pints! 

 
 

The Crowd enjoying themselves at the Club on St Patrick’s Day 2012 
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RESULTS 
 

We had 129 players turn up for the day with some great scores. 

 

The St Patrick’s day cup was won by Vincent Grealish. 

The Wellington Irish Society cup was won by Jim Bowler  

 

Winners of the Lucky Draw for five $100, open to all who played in the tournament were 

  

Joe Keenan,  Margaret Weaver,  Pewter Stewart,  Dylan Williams,  Malcolm Williams 

  

It would be great to see more members of the Irish clubs playing next year. 

  

A big thanks to Bernie Breslin for organising the day. 
 

 

CLUB SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE NOW DUE! 
 

 
The Wellington Irish Society Subscriptions are again now due. 

The membership year runs from 1-4-2012 to 31-3-2013 
 

You can use the membership form at the back of this 
newsletter to rejoin or you can do so online at 

www.wellingtonirishsociety.com/membership.html 
 

http://www.wellingtonirishsociety.com/membership.html
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Ceol Aneas 
 

 1-4 June 2012 
 

New Zealand’s premiere Irish music 

event, Ceol Aneas is based in Nelson, It 

is one of Australasia's major Irish music 

gatherings, attracting, musicians and 

traditional Irish music lovers from around 

New Zealand and overseas. 

 

 

Tutors 

Flute - Conal O'Grada (Ire) 

Free Reed / Accordion - Benny McCarthy (Ire) 

Fiddle - Louise Phelan (Ire) 

Banjo / Mandolin - Cliodhna Costello (Ire) 

Guitar - Joe Sanders (Ire) 

Whistle - Alex Davidson (NZ) 

 

Similar to the traditional Irish music summer schools in Ireland, The Ceol 

Aneas programme features instrumental tuition, meet the artist workshops, 

Ceili Dance, a concert featuring all tutors and numerous traditional Irish 

music ‘sessions' around Nelson, running on into the small hours. 

For lovers of Irish music, those who are not musicians and also those not 

registered for the weekend tuition, there is still lots to join in with. There 

will be a Ceili at St John's Church Hall at 7pm on Saturday evening and a 

concert at The Suter Art Gallery Theatre starting at 7.30pm on Sunday 

evening. Each of the tutors will be featured in various combinations. 

 

http://www.irishmusic.org.nz/ceol-aneas/classes-tutors.html
http://www.irishmusic.org.nz/ceol-aneas/classes-tutors.html
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The Irish Society has hundreds of books available 

to read at the club rooms. If you’d like to borrow 

one for a couple of weeks please feel free to drop in 

and sign out a book of your liking. 

 

Details available from the Bar People 

 

 

The closing date for the Irish Society 

Questionnaire is the 30
th

 April 2012. If you haven’t 

had an opportunity to do so, you can give your 

feedback at  

 
www.wellingtonirishsociety.com/wis-survey-2012.html 

 

 
 
Our Sincerest sympathies to John Whitty on the 
recent death of his Sister Irene in London. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with them at this time. 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Vince Grealish on the Birth of his 
Daughter recently 
 
Congratulations to Tony & Olive O’Riordan on the 
birth of their Great Granddaughter Eden recently 

 
  
 

 

 

http://www.wellingtonirishsociety.com/wis-survey-2012.html
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John P. Holland  
(1841-1914) 
 
The Liscannor Man who invented the Sub 

John P. Holland was born on February 24, 1841, in the coastguard’s residence in Liscannor, Co. 
Clare. Holland attended St. Macreehy’s National School and probably spent some time in the 
Christian Brothers School in Ennistymon. His father died in the 1840s and the family moved to 
Limerick in 1853. Holland joined the Christian Brothers in Limerick and taught in Limerick and 
many other centres in the country. Due to ill health, he left the Christian Brothers in 1873. While in 
the Brothers he kept up his interest in scientific experiments. It was appropriate that the young man 
who had been born in Liscannor should have an obsession with sea travel. He was also interested 
in flying and while in Cork with the Christian Brothers he drew up designs of an aeroplane. A man 
of many talents, he was also musically gifted. 

He was fortunate that while in Cork he had an excellent science teacher in Brother Dominic Burke, 
a Limerickman. Brother Burke encouraged him in his designs for a submarine and as early as 
1859 he completed his first drafts for a submarine design, a design he never radically changed. 

Holland was convinced that naval warfare of the future would be run by the country that used 
submarines to steal close to the iron-clad battleships and attack at close range. In 1870, Jules 
Verne published a novel “20,000 Leagues Under The Sea” and an excited Holland persisted in 
turning a dream into reality. 

By the time Holland left the Brothers, his mother and his two brothers had emigrated to Boston. He 
joined them in 1873 and worked for a time with an engineering firm. However, he took up teaching 
again for a further six years in St. John’s Catholic School in Paterson, New Jersey. When he 
submitted his design for a submarine to the U.S. Navy, the Navy Secretary rejected it as “a 
fantastic scheme of a civilian landsman”. Holland’s brother, Michael, had been introduced to the 
Fenian Movement who had organised a “skirmishing fund” administered by John Devoy. The 
physical force nationalism of the Fenians and the determined inventor combined in a project to 
build a submarine to use against the British Navy. 

The idea was to construct a submarine to hold three men. It would be carried aboard a harmless-
looking merchant ship which would come close to a British war-ship. The sub would then slip out a 
door underneath the water, attack the warship and then return to base. The fund allowed six 
thousand dollars as an initial payment towards development. Holland saw it as a great opportunity 
to realise his life’s ambition. 

His first submarine the Holland No. 1 (see image above), was planned in St. John’s School and it 
was built in Todd & Raftery’s shop, Paterson, NJ. It saw the light of day in 1877. It was 14 feet long 
and was powered by a primitive 4 h.p. engine and carried one man. It was brought down to the 
Passaic River and launched before a big audience. But someone had forgotten to insert the two 
screw plugs and the sub began to sink underneath the water. 

http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/places/liscannor.htm
http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/places/ettown.htm
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The following day, however, Holland made several successful dives. The Fenians were impressed 
and voted more money to develop a boat “suitable for war”. Holland removed the useful parts from 
No. 1 and scuttled her, figuring that it was cheaper to start afresh rather than take her out of the 
water and put her in storage. Fifty years later, the little sub was salvaged from the Passaic river 
and, together with Holland’s papers, is now preserved in the Paterson town museum. 

With extra funds from the Fenians, Holland was able to give up his teaching job and concentrate 
on his experiment. Holland was cautious about giving information to newspapers. He seemed to 
think that every reporter was a British spy in disguise. A reporter from the New York Sun, unable to 
get information of Holland’s new sub and its Fenian connection, labelled the invention The Fenian 
Ram. 

The Fenian Ram, built at Delamater Iron Works, New York, was launched in May 1881. It was 31 
feet long, driven by a 15 h.p. engine, could travel at 9 m.p.h. over water and 7 under water, 
displaced 19 tons and was armed with an underwater canon fired by compressed air. Although the 
Fenian Ram had marked an important stage in submarine development, the Fenians were no 
longer prepared to back Holland who severed all connections with the organisation after that. 
Indeed, twenty years later he was not slow in selling his designs to the British Navy who launched 
their own Holland designed sub in October 1901. 

After many frustrating efforts with the American Naval authorities Holland won an open competition 
for a submarine design and in 1896 the John Holland Torpedo Boat Company was set up with 
Charles A. Morris as Chief Engineer. From the start there were problems due to undue 
interference from professionals in the Navy Department who regarded Holland as a gifted amateur. 
They insisted on some radical changes which Holland said could not work. He was proved right in 
the end as the sub was far too cumbersome, “over-engineered” was Holland’s comment. It was 
abandoned as useless in 1900. 

Holland’s No. 6 was his most successful craft so far. It was 53 feet long and driven by a 45 h.p. 
gas engine for surface travel and a 45 h.p. gas engine for underwater travel. It carried a crew of 
fifteen, and had a torpedo tube in the bow. It took its first dive on St. Patrick’s day, 1898, in New 
York Harbour and was acclaimed a success. 

Despite inspections and favourable publicity and indeed the recommendation of the then Secretary 
of the Navy, Theodore Roosevelt, the Government did not buy the submarine. Holland made some 
alterations and after a final test in March 1900 the U.S. Government bought the Holland No. 6 on 
April 12, 1900 for $150,000 - a bargain price, as it had cost twice as much to produce. It was 
commissioned on October 12, 1900, the first submarine of the American Navy. 

As well as selling his designs to the British Navy, Holland built two submarines for Japan which 
were used against Russian in the war of 1904-5. He received the Rising Sun from the Emperor of 
Japan for his contribution to the Japanese Naval victory. 

John Philip Holland from Liscannor died on August 12, 1914. He is buried in Totowa, New Jersey, 
less than one mile from where he launched his first submarine. In 1976 his grave was marked with 
a large headstone. In 1964 a plaque was erected in Liscannor commemorating the fiftieth 
anniversary of his death. Castle Street in Liscannor has been renamed Holland Street in his 
honour. 

 

Courtesy of the Clare Champion 
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WHO WE ARE 

The Irish Champion is the only newspaper dedicated to 
the news, views & stories of the Irish Community in New 

Zealand. 

Starting in April 2012, the Irish Champion will establish 
an online presence through our website and making the 

publication available easy to read in digital format, while 
also establishing a physical presence in the immediate 
future.  A fortnightly publication due for release every 
second Tuesday. 

Contact the editor, PJ Ahern on Email: 

rebel_journalist@hotmail.com or 
theirishchampion@hotmail.co.nz 

or editor@irishchampion.co.nz 

The website launched Tuesday 27th March. 

www.irishchampion.co.nz 
 

Have a look for the latest in Irish News, Sport and Entertainment News 

affecting The Irish Community in Ireland & New Zealand. 
 

 

 

http://www.irishchampion.co.nz/
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The following are the contact details of the Committee in 2011-12 

 

Role Name Phone 

Number 

Email 

Club Patron Colleen 

O’Donovan 

 colleeno@ihug.co.nz 

Club President Margaret Grealish  margaretgrealish@yahoo.com 

Vice 

Presidents 

John Whitty  johnwhitty@paradise.net.nz 

Jim Henderson  plastercoat@paradise.net.nz 

Treasurer Conor Healey  conor.healy@paradise.net.nz 

Secretary David Rynne 04-5897109 secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com 

Membership 

Officer 

Paul Murray  membership@wellingtonirishsociety.com 

Committee 

Members 

Kerry Dwyer  greenink@xtra.co.nz 

Tony O’Riordan   

Paul Murray   

Jim Maguire  Jm.flooring@xtra.co.nz 

Jim McMeekin   

 

For details of hall hire please ring the club on 384-8535 and leave a message 

with your number. We will ring you back with details. 

Alternatively, check the club website for online bookings. 

 

Please send any Newsletter details to Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com 

 

Club Contact Details 

 

Phone Number 04-3848535 

 

Address:   10 Fifeshire Avenue 

   Cambridge Terrace 

   Wellington 

 

Postal Address Wellington Irish Society  

PO Box 449, 

Wellington 

 

Email Address Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com  

 

 

mailto:Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com
mailto:Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com
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Wellington Irish Society (Inc) 
Executive Committee Nomination Form 

 

 
Please complete and return this application to the Irish Society 
 

Nominations accepted from 1st April 2012 to 31st May 2012 at 8.30pm 

 

Nominated Person 

 

Name  

 

Nominated By 

 

Name  

 

Nominated Position (Tick One) 

 

President □ 
Vice President □ 

Secretary □ 

Treasurer □ 

Committee Member □ 
 

 

Acceptance 

 

I hereby accept the nomination. 
[Nominees Signature] 

 

 

Proposers 

 

1st Proposer  

2nd Proposer  

 
There are some rules regarding nomination to electable offices in the club.  

Rule 14.5 states 
No member shall be eligible for nomination as President, Vice President, Secretary or 

Treasurer unless they have been a member for at least 3 years before the date of closing of 

nominations; and no member shall be eligible for nomination as assistant secretary, or as a 

committee member unless he/she has been a member of the society for at least 1 year before the 

closing date of nominations. 
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1. What does this represent? 

Standing 

World 

 

2. What does this represent? 

Wear 

Black 

 

3. Old Mother Twitchet had one eye 

and a long tail that she let fly. 

And every time she went through a gap, 

she left some tail in the trap 

 

4. Little Miss Eticote 

In her white petticoat 

And her red nose 

The longer she stands 

The shorter she grows 

 

5. Only one color, but not one size, 

stuck at the bottom, yet easily flies; 

present in sun, but not in rain; 

doing no harm, and feeling no pain. 

 

6. What force and strength cannot get through, 

I, with a gentle touch, can do. 

And many in the street would stand, 

were I not a friend at hand. 

 

7. Round like an apple, deep like a cup, 

yet all the king's horses cannot pull it up. 

 

8. Thirty white horses on a red hill, 

first champ, then stamp, and then stand still 

 

9. Black we are and much admired, 

men seek us if they are tired, 

We tire the horse, comfort man, 

guess this riddle if you can. 

 

10. Weight in my belly; 

trees on my back; 

nails in my ribs; 

feet I do lack. 
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Connolly- Ó Conghaile 

A very popular Irish surname with multiple spelling variations, the 

Connollys were first found in County Monaghan and have a history there 

that pre-dates the Norman invasion. This clan, the O’Conghailes, was one 

of the important Four Tribes of Tara and was a branch of the southern 

O’Neill clan. Another notable branch was the Munster Connollys, which 

dominated West Cork as subjects to the O’Donovans, and today many 

Connollys can still be found in their largest numbers in these two parts of 

Ireland. 

 

Variations are numerous, but include Connally, Connelly and Conley, with 

records of some immigrants to America during the 1800s showing names 

spelled quite differently during the course of one person’s life, as 

translations and new worlds struggled to record personal details accurately. 

Among well-known Connollys are William Connolly, supposedly the richest 

man in Ireland in the 18th century. This lawyer and financier build 

Celbridge’s Castletown House in Kildare with the money he made buying 

and selling land lost by the old Gaelic families exiled after the Battle of the 

Boyne. He was also Speaker in the Irish Parliament. 

 

James Connolly was a Scottish-born republican and socialist leader. Born to 

Irish immigrant parents in the ‘Little Ireland’ slum area of Edinburgh, he 

left school aged 11, but went on to become a leading Marxist theorist and 

one of the political leaders of the Easter Rising in 1916. He is credited for 

creating the Socialist Labor Party, as well as the Irish Citizens Army in 

1913, and was one of the seven signatories to the Proclamation in 1916. 

He was executed by firing squad at Kilmainham Gaol in May of 1916, 

already so badly injured by gunfire at the General Post Office during the 

Rising that he arrived to the event by ambulance, was carried by stretcher 

in front of the firing squad and was tied to a chair for his sentenced 

execution. His death, and those of his fellow Irishmen at Kilmainham, went 

down as one of the most significant events in Irish history. 

 

Another Scottish-born man of Irish descent bearing the same surname, 

Billy Connolly, is one of the best loved comedians of modern times. 
 

 

Courtesy of http://www.irelandofthewelcomes.com

http://www.irelandofthewelcomes.com/
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For those of you looking for something to do during the approaching winter 

months, why not try the game of Indoor Bowls? 

 

You may not be aware but the good folks of the Wellington Irish Indoor Bowls 

use the Irish Society Clubrooms each Tuesday from 7pm. 

 

The game is played in a very social environment and all players of whatever 

grade are more than welcome. 

 

So, whether or not you’ve ever played before, never heard of the game and want 

to try it out, make sure to call to the Irish Society on a Tuesday Night for a 

friendly welcome and an introduction to the great game. 

 

Contact Sam Hautapu at 027-5540044. 

 

 

 
 

Contact: Patricia Kuldunne-Budding  

Ph: +64 4 2326388  

Fax: +64 4 2326356 

Email: budding@xtra.co.nz  

 

This school has been operating since mid-1980's and has a membership of 

approximately 70 students. The Kildunne School in its short history has had a 

New Zealand National Champion in every single age group.  

 

It has also been the school with the most points achieved at the National Feis. 

 

The classes are held in the Wellington Irish Society Clubrooms, contact Patricia 

for more information. 

mailto:budding@xtra.co.nz
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Wellington Irish Society (Inc) 
Annual Subscription 

Invoice 
 

Please complete and return this application to the Irish Society 

 

Member Details 

 

Name  

Address  

 

 

Phone Number  

Email Address  

Date  

 

Membership Type – Please select one: 

 

Family (2 Adults & Children under 18 yrs) $45.00 □ 
Retired Couple $35.00 □ 

Single (Waged) $25.00 □ 

Single (Retired/Unwaged) $20.00 □ 

Subscription Due Date – 1st April 2012 
 

Membership Period is 1st April 2012 to 31st March 2013 

 

Payment Details  

 

1.  Send a cheque to the Irish Society at the address above 
 

  Or  
 

2.  Pay online to the society bank account 06-0513-0058515-00 

 

Please use your name and “subs” as the reference. 
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Wellington Irish Society 

(Inc) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Month’s Quote 
 

 

An rud is annamh is iontach. 

The thing that's seldom is wonderful. 
 

Irish Saying 


