
 

 

 
 

 Jan-Feb 2012 Newsletter  
 

Hello everyone, 

 

A very happy new year to one and all 

 

I hope everyone has had a great Christmas and that the New Year resolutions are all going 

well? if not well then maybe next year! 

 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Peter Hannigan our clubhouse 

custodian and great friend to all who frequented the Irish Society. Peter lost a battle with 

Cancer in early January and died on the 9
th

 January.  His wake on the Friday was one to be 

remembered for the numerous stories told by all there of their fond memories of the man 

and also of the many funny anecdotes from people’s memories of Peter. Our thoughts and 

prayers are with his family at this time and we hope that time will heal the pain of his loss. 

 

In other happier tidings, our club picnic went ahead this year for the first time in a number 

of years. We’ve been very unlucky with the weather over anniversary weekend in the past 

but this time, it stayed away long enough for the over 30 participants to have a great time. 

Many thanks to all who made the effort to make it to Queen Elizabeth Park. 

 

In order to provide a service that matches our members expectations, we’ve included a 

questionnaire this month to guage your views. You can fill in the form and return it to us 

by post or even fill it in on our website and it will be sent to us automatically. Your views 

are very important to us and we need to hear your voice in order to make the club what we 

want it to be. 

 

St Patrick’s Day is on a Saturday this year and the club will be open from 3pm until late 

with live music and dancing. Food will be provided as well so please please make the 

effort and drop in to the club at some stage to say hello to your fellow members. 

 

We’ve also got the usual GAA News, recipes, quizzes, Whats in a Name etc, so read on for 

more. 

 

I hope you enjoy this Newsletter and if you have any feedback, please send it to 

secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com  

 

Rgds 

David Rynne 

Secretary

mailto:secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com
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Ireland v All Blacks in New Zealand in 2012 
 
The Irish rugby team will be touring NZ June 2012. 
9 June - Ireland v All Blacks in Eden Park, Auckland 
16 June - Ireland v All Blacks in Rugby League Park, Christchurch 
23 June - Ireland v All Blacks in Waikato Stadium, Hamilton 
 
Visit the site below to see the list of results and upcoming fixtures for the IRFU 
 
www.irishrugby.ie/7051_260.php 
 
 
 

Sharon Shannon Big Band tour of NZ 
 
March 2012 
 
Wednesday, 14 March - NZ International Festival, Wellington 
Friday, 16 March - WOMAD NZ, New Plymouth 
Saturday, 17 March - Volvo Yacht Race, Auckland 
Sunday, 18 March - WOMAD NZ, New Plymouth 
 
Visit the  weblink below to visit the Sharon Shannon website 
www.sharonshannon.com/tour.html 
 
 

The Cranberries 
 
THE CRANBERRIES will perform in one New Zealand concert only on March 15, 2012 at Auckland’s 
Trusts Stadium. 
Purchase tickets from Ticket Direct 
 
Visit The Cranberries website by visiting the site below 
www.cranberries.com 

 

 

 

Wellington GAA Rose of Tralee 2012 
 
Wellington GAA is taking part in the Official Rose of Tralee NZ this year, The GAA heat takes place in D4 
on Featherston Street on March 3

rd
, more details at www.wellingtongaa.com 

 
 

 

 

 

Please note that the Wellington Irish Society Clubrooms will be 
closed on Good Friday 6th April 2012

http://www.irishrugby.ie/7051_260.php
http://www.wellingtongaa.com/
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Directions: 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C. Place the flour in a bowl and season with salt and pepper. Add beef and 

turn to coat. 

2. Heat half the oil in a large frying pan over medium-high heat. Add half the beef and cook for 2-5 

minutes each side or until browned. Transfer to a 2.5L (10-cup) capacity ovenproof dish. Repeat 

with the remaining beef, reheating pan between batches. 

3. Heat the remaining oil in the pan over medium-high heat. Add the carrot, onion and garlic and 

cook for 5 minutes or until the onion is soft. Add the tomato paste and cook for 1 minute. Add 

the Guinness, stock, thyme and bay leaves and bring to the boil. Transfer to the ovenproof dish. 

Bake, covered, for 2 hours or until meat is tender. Season with salt and pepper. 

4. Meanwhile, to make the colcannon, cook the potato in a saucepan of boiling water for 15 

minutes or until tender. Drain and return to pan. Use a potato masher to mash until smooth. 

Heat butter in a frying pan over medium heat until foaming. Add the cabbage and shallot and 

cook for 3-4 minutes or until tender (do not brown). Add the cabbage mixture and milk to the 

potato and stir to combine. Season with salt and pepper. 

5. Divide the colcannon among serving plates. Top with the stew and sprinkle with parsley and 

lemon rind to serve. 

Colcannon with 
Guinness Stew 

  

 

 
Preparation Time 30 minutes 
Cooking Time 150 minutes 
Ingredients (serves 4) 

 50g (1/3 cup) plain flour 

 1kg gravy beef, cut into 3cm pieces 

 60ml (1/4 cup) olive oil 

 3 carrots, peeled, coarsely chopped 

 1 brown onion, halved, coarsely chopped 

 2 garlic cloves, crushed 

 2 tbs tomato paste 

 250ml (1 cup) Guinness beer 

 250ml (1 cup) beef stock 

 2 sprigs fresh thyme 

 2 dried bay leaves 

 1/4 cup coarsely chopped fresh continental parsley 

 2 tsp finely grated lemon rind 

  

 Colcannon 

 1kg sebago potatoes, peeled, chopped 

 40g butter, chopped 

 1/4 (about 500g) savoy cabbage, hard core removed, coarsely chopped 

 4 green shallots, ends trimmed, thinly sliced 

 125ml (1/2 cup) milk 
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Last Month’s Answers:  

1. Counterfeit money 2. Lightning, 3. A reflection 4. The answer to this admittedly lame riddle is, 
"No." The reason is that the question at the very end asks if you can guess the riddle and there 
is nothing that satisfies the requirements above. 5. Silence 6. Wholesome 7. An Egg 8. Ton 9. A 
deciduous tree 10. A fingernail.  

 

This Month’s Teasers – The Irish Citizen Test! 

 

 
Rick O’Shea, an Irish radio DJ on RTE’s 2fm, recently asked his listeners what questions they think 

should be asked on an Irish citizenship test, and they responded with some amusing answers 

 

1. You are told that someone is "going spare," should you (a) Find him a job (b) Find him 

a girlfriend (c) Avoid him 

 

2. Do your parents ever start conversations with "Do you know who's dead?" 

 

3. Ming the Merciless is (a) A comic book character (b) A TD and Mayor from Co. 

Roscommon 

 

4. What is a holy show? (a) Religious programming (b) Something garish worn without 

the wearer knowing the impact 

 

5. Do you live in immortal fear of leaving the immersion on? 

 

6. Someone says "I like your top." Your response is (a) Thanks (b) Penneys 

 

7. If a feature on the RTE news reports that an incident took place at tea time what time 

did the incident occur? 

 

8. "Story horse!" translates as (a) A child's toy (b) A greeting between friends 

 

9. "Bleedin rappih" means (a) It's very fast (b) It's very good 

 

10. If someone was a 'gas man', would they (a) work for the gas company (b) be really 

funny 

 

11. You'll get "some land" means (a) you're about to become the owner of some property 

(b) you're about to be surprised 

 

12. Do you have an ineradicable belief in the restorative powers of flat 7up? 

 

13. When you're telling someone a great yarn and they implore you to "Stop," do you (a) 

stop (b) keep going with gusto 

 

14. If someone offers to "put you in the pot", should you (a) flee from the cannibals (b) 

accept their kind offer of dinner 
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Wellington Irish Society Survey 2012 
 

Please help the Irish Club Committee plan for 2012 by answering the questions and making 

comments. Return your form to the Wellington Irish Club - PO Box 449, Wellington 6140, or send it 

to Paul Murray 58 Hector Street, Seatoun, Wellington or fill out the survey on line –  
 

http://www.wellingtonirishsociety.com/wis-survey-2012.html 
 

1. How many times have you come into the Irish club  this year 2011? 
 

0 -5    5 -10    10 +    

 
 

2. What would you like to see calendared for 2012 in terms of activities and social events 
(i.e. music nights, watching GAA games, social evening, Christmas party)? 

 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Would you or a family member be interested in participating in an Irish Language 
Programme in 2012? 

 

Yes     No  
 
 

4. Do you have any suggestions to help the Irish Club Committee to encourage members 
to participate more in Irish culture? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
5. What do you think are some the positive aspects of the Wellington Irish Club? 

 
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
6. Would you be interested in getting more involved with the club?, this could be on the 

Bar, Sub Committees, Maintenance Roster etc. 
 

_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

Name: _____________________________ Contact No: ________________ 

 

http://www.wellingtonirishsociety.com/wis-survey-2012.html
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This Year’s tournament will be on Saturday 17th March, 2012 at the Te 
Marua Golf Club, Upper Hutt. 
  

Shotgun start at 9.00 am 
  
Registration $35 per person, includes green fees, light meal, prizes and our normal 
lucky draws, for everyone that plays. 
  
To register, please ring Bernie Breslin at 5269835.     
Please register as soon as possible as like last year it will be a full field. 
  
Breakfast will be available before the game, at an extra cost, starting at 8.00am at 
the golf club.    Please advise at time of registration if you wish to have breakfast, 
so the caterer will know numbers. 
 

 
 

 

 

Join us at the Wellington Irish Clubrooms for an evening of Documentaries and 

Craic. 

See below for all the details. 
 

We’ll be showing the documentaries at 6pm on the following nights 

 

Sunday 4th March – To Be Decided 
 

Come along on the night for the next in the list of Documentaries, We’ll announce it on the 

website in the week leading up to it. 
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Join us at D4, Featherston Street on Saturday, March 4
th

 for an evening 

of fun, entertainment and see who takes the crown as the Wellington 

GAA Rose of Tralee 2012. 

Tickets are strictly limited 

Email us at web@wellingtongaa.com for more or to order tickets

mailto:web@wellingtongaa.com
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Peter Rex Hannigan 
28/10/1934 - 9/01/2012 

 

  
Picture 1 – Peter in his earlier days (taken from the order of service) 
Picture 2 – An image of Peter drawn by Tommy Dagget Williams on the snooker board so often 
filled with scores from pool matches at the clubrooms. 

 

It was with great sadness that we learned of the passing of Peter Hannigan in 

January. 

 

Peter was the lifeblood of the club and spent countless hours down at the clubrooms 

looking after everything from stock ordering through to running functions, ensuring 

the club was maintained well. 

 

He was a great friend to all who passed through the doors of the club and always had 

a friendly smile for people visiting for the first time and also for the lifelong 

members who came along on the open nights. 

 

It was great to see so many of Peter’s great family and friends gather at the club on 

Friday 13
th
 January to celebrate a life well lived and a friend that may be gone but he 

certainly will not be forgotten. 

 

There are pictures of Peter available at the club for his friends should they like to 

call in and collect one.
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A Huge thanks to all those that made the recent Picnic in Queen Elizabeth Park 

 

It was great to have the Picnic running again after a number of years and hopefully, 

it’ll become a regular fixture from next year on again. 

 

Controversy again clouded the Tug O’War with both the Men & Women winning 1 

heat each, the 3
rd

 heat was inconclusive to we’ve declared the tie a draw in 2012. 

Make sure you’re there in 2013 to see it decided for the ladies or the men! 

 

Thanks to Jacinta & Dan Turner for organising the day and also to Lilian for 

providing the sweets and prizes for the various winners. 

 

The results are as follows 

 
Sprints 

Under 5– Makenzie Worts, Caitlin Guidera, Siobhan Claridge, Geri Claridge 

Girls – Brigid, Sophie 

Boys – Johnny Turner, Daniel 

 

Sliothar & Spoon Races 

Under 5 – Makenzie, Siobhan, Caitlin, Geri 

Girls – Molly, Sophie, Brigid 

Boys – Johnny, Daniel 

Over 70s – Ted, Jim, Aileen Ramsbottom, Barbara 

 

Wheelbarrow Race 

Daniel &Brigit, Sophie & Molly, Tony & Caitlin, Johnny & Jim 

 

Sack Race 

Underage - Daniel, Johnny, Brigid, Molly, Sophie 

Adults – Dan, Dave, Leanna, Jacinta 

 

Penalty Shootout 

Johnny, Daniel, Sophie 

 

Puc Fada 

Daniel, Johnny, Sophie 

 
Gumboot 

Women – Maureen/Leanna 

Men – Dan /Dave 
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Byrne clan (O'Byrne and O'Beirne) 

The names O'Byrne and O'Beirne (or Byrne and Beirne), often regarded as variants of the 

same root, are, in fact, totally different.  

 

O'Byrne is derived from the Gaelic O'Broin meaning "descended from Bran", the 11th century 

King of Leinster. The O'Byrnes were chieftains of what is now County Kildare until the 

Norman invasion when they were driven from their lands into the mountains of County 

Wicklow. There, together with their allies the O'Tooles, they successfully resisted Norman and 

English domination for centuries. The name is now prevalent in Counties Wicklow and 

Dublin. 

The less-common name O'Beirne is associated with the western province of Connaught, 

particularly the counties of Roscommon and Leitrim, and is a derivative of the Norse name 

"Bjorn". One branch of the O'Beirnes ruled as chieftains on the Roscommon side of the 

Shannon in the 13th century, while another possessed territories in the adjoining county of 

Mayo. 

 

Thomas Byrne (1842-1910) also made a name for himself. Born in Ireland, he emigrated to 

New York where he became Chief of Detectives. He is said to have been responsible for the 

introduction of the "Third Degree" system used in the interrogation of criminals, that being the 

use of mental strain over physical force. 

In Ireland, Fiach McHugh O'Byrne (1544-1597) chief of the Wicklow O'Byrnes, was perhaps 

the best known. From his stronghold at Glenmalure, he successfully resisted English rule and 

at various times supported his Gaelic allies, including the famous Hugh O'Neill, Earl of 

Tyrone. He was eventually captured and beheaded. 

 

Another rebel, Miles Byrne (1780-1862), born in County Wexford, joined the United Irishmen 

movement and fought at the famous battle of Vinegar Hill in 1798. He later joined with Robert 

Emmet and was sent to France to enlist help for the rebel cause. Once there, he obtained a 

commission in the Irish Legion and served with distinction in the Napoleonic armies from 

1804-1815. In 1813, he was made Chevalier of the Legion of Honour. He died in Paris and is 

buried in Montmartre where there is a monument in his honor. 

 

Read more: http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/The-OByrne-and-OBeirne-clans.html 

 

 

 

Byrne Coat of Arms 

 

Irish derivation: Ó Broin 

 

Name meaning: "Descendant of Bran (King of Leinster)," "raven" 

Counties associated with the name: Wicklow, Dublin, Kildare 

Coat of arms motto: "I have fought and conquered" 

Interesting Facts: 1. Seventh most common name in Ireland 

 

http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/The-OByrne-and-OBeirne-clans.html
http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/Beirne-Clan-Gallery-121519619.html
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The following are the contact details of the Committee in 2011-12 

 

Role Name Phone 

Number 

Email 

Club Patron Colleen O’Donovan  colleeno@ihug.co.nz 

Club President Margaret Grealish  margaretgrealish@yahoo.com 

Vice 

Presidents 

John Whitty  johnwhitty@paradise.net.nz 

Jim Henderson  plastercoat@paradise.net.nz 

Treasurer Conor Healey  conor.healy@paradise.net.nz 

Secretary David Rynne 04-5897109 secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com 

Membership 

Officer 

Paul Murray  membership@wellingtonirishsociety.com 

Committee 

Members 

Kerry Dwyer  greenink@xtra.co.nz 

Tony O’Riordan   

Paul Murray   

Jim Maguire  Jm.flooring@xtra.co.nz 

Jim McMeekin   

 

For details of hall hire please ring the club on 384-8535 and leave a message 

with your number. We will ring you back with details. 

Alternatively, check the club website for online bookings. 
 

Please send any Newsletter details to Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com 

 

Club Contact Details 

 

Phone Number 04-3848535 
 

Address:   10 Fifeshire Avenue 

   Cambridge Terrace 

   Wellington 

 

Postal Address Wellington Irish Society  

PO Box 449, 

Wellington 

 

Email Address Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com  

 

mailto:Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com
mailto:Secretary@wellingtonirishsociety.com
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"For the good are always the merry, 
Save for an evil chance, 

And the merry love the fiddle, 
And the merry love to dance" 

- W.B. Yeats, "The Fiddler of Dooney" 


