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Ireland and the Irish Antipodes: One World or Worlds Apart?
16th Australasian Irish Studies Conference

9-12 July 2009

Massey University, Wellington, New Zealand
General Information
1. Venue

The Conference will be hosted on Massey University’s Wellington campus, located in the heart of the capital city (LINK). The campus is about 15 minutes’ easy stroll from the café district and roughly thirty minutes from the administrative centre, including the National Library and Archives New Zealand. It is on major bus routes and within easy access to the airport. 

Massey’s Wellington campus is relatively compact (LINK to MAP). On Thursday 9 July the conference will open in the historic former National Museum Building, accessed through Entrance D on Buckle Street. All working sessions on subsequent days will proceed in Block 4, accessed either through Entrance A on Wallace Street or Entrance F on Tasman Street. Follow the signs from the main entrance.
No general parking is available on campus before 5.00pm on week days, but parking areas may be used at other times. Registrants intending to park in adjacent streets are advised to arrive early. Normal Wellington City Council coupon parking conditions apply.

2. Catering


Teas and lunches are covered by the Conference fee. These will be provided in the common room in Block 4. Further directions will be provided in registration packs. Any special dietary requirements should be notified to the Conference Organiser when registering. 

3. Accommodation

While no responsibility for organising accommodation can be accepted, attention is specifically drawn to the generous offer by the Accor Hotel Group, with a reduced tariff for registrants at its two hotels, the Mercure Wellington and the Mercure Willis Street. The former is a more modern establishment on an elevated site with views of the city and has guest car parking. Parking is not available at the latter. The hotels are roughly ten to fifteen minutes’ walk from the Conference venue and offer all the facilities a conference attendee may require. For further details see www.mercure.co.nz/
When making reservations please state clearly that you are attending the ‘Ireland and the Irish Antipodes’ Conference at Massey University. Those wishing to take advantage of this offer are advised that bookings must be made by 20 June or the rooms set aside will be released
The daily tariff for the Mercure Wellington is $115 for room only, or $128.50 single for bed and breakfast, or $142 double for bed and breakfast, all inclusive of GST. The comparable rates at the Mercure Willis Street are $99 for room only, $114 for room and cooked breakfast, and $129 double for bed and breakfast, also inclusive of GST.
There are a number of other accommodation options in the vicinity of the conference venue with a range of tariffs. Check Downtown Wellington on www.wellingtonnz.com/accommodation.

4. Social Events

The Conference will be formally opened at 6.00pm on Thursday 9 July, with a keynote address by Sir Tipene O’Regan to follow. At the conclusion of the address the Irish Ambassador will host a reception for Conference registrants and invited guests.

A short AGM of the Irish Studies Association of Australia and New Zealand (ISAANZ) is scheduled for 5.30pm on Friday 10 July. It will be the precursor to a happy hour (or two), with drinks and nibbles, for all conference participants. It is hoped to be able to arrange for interested conference participants to later visit the Wellington Irish Club in nearby Fifeshire Avenue
A Conference Dinner is scheduled for 7.30- 8.00pm on Saturday 11 July. It will be hosted by Victoria University of Wellington’s Te Herenga Waka  marae and will be preceded by a powhiri.  This is the only Conference occasion for which a separate charge will be levied and the $65 charge includes both the meal and drinks. Places for the Conference dinner are limited and will be allocated in the order of the receipt of applications. Further information with conference packs.
5. Programme
Keynote speakers are detailed separately. A full programme will be posted on the website as soon as available, and will be updated if and when required.
It is currently envisaged that after the formal opening of the conference sessions will extend over two full days (Friday 10 July, Saturday 11 July) concluding by mid afternoon on Sunday 12 July.

6. Registration
A registration form is available on the website. It is regretted that it will be impossible to accept online registrations. Prospective registrants are therefore requested to download and print the form, complete it and return with payment to the Conference Organizer by 13 June 2009 (for Early Bird concession) or by 3 July 2009.
Printed registration brochures will also be widely distributed.

7.
 Further Information

For further information about the conference please contact:
Dr Brad Patterson

Irish-Scottish Studies Programme

Stout Research Centre, Victoria University of Wellington

PO Box 600, Wellington , New Zealand

Tel +64 4 463 5132

Fax +64 4 463 5439

Email brad.patterson@vuw.ac.nz

